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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING - LAVERTON SCHOOL 

737. Mr G.M. CASTRILLI to the Premier:   
I refer to the Minister for Education and Training’s belated visit to Laverton in December last year after it was 
revealed that three teachers had been accused of indecently dealing with students at the school in three years. 

(1) What action has the minister taken to ensure that the people of Laverton feel safe sending their children 
to school? 

(2) How can the minister claim that she was never told about cases of sexual misconduct when she was told 
face to face by the people of Laverton just how serious the problem was in December last year? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I apologise to the member for Bunbury; I was distracted trying to find the document I tabled. 

(1)-(2) This is the situation: when issues are brought to the attention of the Minister for Education and 
Training, or to any minister, those matters must be taken seriously and steps must be taken to ensure 
that appropriate action is being taken.  I do not have the minister’s detailed response to that question.  It 
is a question of detail that requires a detailed response from the minister, who sits in the other place.  
However, I know this from my own experience, for example, of a case to which I have referred many 
times in this Parliament.  The case involved the disgraceful sexual abuse of a young boy at a school in 
Albany.  The matter was not drawn to my attention until I received a direct communication from a 
person who I understand was a member of the family.  When I got that information in December 2003, I 
wanted the department to act.  I took particular note of that case because it was inordinately shocking 
and because the schoolteacher in Albany had had a previous conviction in the Albany area for a sexual 
offence against a child.  I was led to believe that that conviction was fairly widely known in the 
community, including by people in fairly significant places of office.  I was appalled that this person, 
who people knew had had a conviction recorded against him, had been reintroduced into the education 
system and allowed to teach, albeit with a false declaration that he had not had a criminal offence 
recorded against him.  Some 10 years later, it may have been, we found that a boy in the school was 
raped, and the man responsible was charged and hanged himself.  To me, that was the culmination of an 
appalling series of failures that I believe involved people who should never have failed that boy.  I 
include people in the education system who should have known better when the member for Cottesloe 
was the Minister for Education.  The member for Cottesloe is highly sensitive to this case - 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  No, I am not. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  - because it happened under his watch. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It may well have. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes.  The member for Cottesloe should tell us in this chamber right now whether he 
knew anything about that case. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  If you want to divulge details of that case, please do so. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Exactly.  The member for Cottesloe knows exactly which case I am talking about. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I don’t actually. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member for Cottesloe knows exactly which case I am talking about. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  You divulge any details you wish to, as long as you protect the innocent. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member for Cottesloe should get up and do it. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  You do it. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I challenge the member for Cottesloe to get to his feet and divulge what he knows.  
This is the situation we are confronted with: a history of failure. 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  There comes a point when interjections are particularly excessive.  The Leader of the 
Opposition knows the limits in this place and I call him to order for the first time. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  There was a history of failure.  When I became the minister, there was no such thing 
as the central complaints unit. 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
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The SPEAKER:  I ask the Premier to take his seat.  I call to order the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the 
member for Cottesloe. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Allegations of this sort of behaviour were just dealt with at a local level. 
Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order for the third and final time the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  They were dealt with at a local level by the principals and the regional directors.  
There was no objective approach to these sorts of issues whatsoever.  That became evident to me by about the 
end of my first year as a minister; therefore, I established the complaints management unit.  Another year later, 
because of that case in Albany and another case, I became very concerned that there were still cases being dealt 
with at a local level, and I made a policy decision - 
Dr E. Constable:  And the CMU has failed. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Here we go! 
I made a policy decision by about the end of 2003 that all complaints of this serious nature had to be dealt with 
by the complaints management unit, the CMU.  Somebody working in the Ombudsman’s office on the Laverton 
case was contacted by Channel Seven, which raised the same sorts of failures that I had identified and had acted 
upon in my first two to three years as minister.  Nothing was done previous to that. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Apart from police checks. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Police checks for new graduates; that is what the member for Cottesloe did.  I give 
him credit for that. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  You have a problem and you have to deal with it. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have a problem, yes. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  And you have to deal with it. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We are dealing with it.  I was dealing with it when I was the minister.  Members 
opposite did not do anything. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Members opposite did not do anything.  Then what happened?  I set up the complaints 
management unit.  Then what happened?  In 2004 - check the Hansard - the member for Churchlands over there 
and the member for Darling Range, who is not in the chamber today to defend himself, were outraged that this 
body was persecuting innocent teachers.  Their complaint was that I had set up this monster that was out there in 
the community persecuting innocent teachers. 

Dr E. Constable:  The CMU has failed and you know it. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member for Churchlands wanted the situation to stay as it was: do not disturb the 
waters. 

Mr T. Buswell:  What was the allegation against these innocent teachers? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The teachers I am talking about were not innocent.  One in particular had been 
convicted of the crime of sexual abuse of a child.  I therefore put in place procedures to establish a process to 
ensure that these cases were dealt with properly.  That is what we did.  When cases are brought to our attention, 
yes, we must try to get them resolved.  We have to put in place policies and structures.  The Corruption and 
Crime Commission has found that those structures were still not working properly or were being ignored.  Does 
any member in this chamber actually conceive of some circumstance in which a minister - be it me, the member 
for Cottesloe or the minister in the upper house - would countenance a teacher being employed - 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Does any member of this chamber believe that either I as the Premier, the member for 
Cottesloe when he was the minister or the Minister for Education and Training in the upper house would 
countenance a person with a conviction for a sexual assault against a child being allowed to continue teaching?  
Of course not!  When we discovered last Thursday that that had been allowed to happen, of course we were 
outraged. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  How did you find out? 
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I read the report at my home on Sunday.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  When you were the minister you found out. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  A person wrote to me.  I did not find out from the department. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  But in fact when you were the minister and you found out, you did something.  That is the 
difference. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the member for Dawesville!   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Member for Bunbury, I anticipate that the minister will act appropriately, as I did, I 
believe, and as I believe every minister should. 
 


